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Predictions 

Look carefully at the front cover of The Tulip Touch and write down what you see and what 
the effect is i.e. a black cover might suggest that the story has ‘dark’ themes running 
through it.  

When you’ve made your list, use your notes to help you answer the following questions:  

 Who is the main character or is there more than one?  

 What are they like? 

 What are the main events in the book? 

 What kind of genre of book is it, e.g. a horror or adventure story?  

 

Part one  

Chapters 1 and 2 

Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. Re-read the first paragraph.  How does it hook the reader?  What do we learn about 
the way this story is going to be told (p.3)? 

 
2. What do we find out about Natalie’s background?  
 
3. As the family approaches the hotel they see peacocks ‘spread their glimmering fans’.  

Natalie’s Dad thinks this is a good omen or sign but how does Natalie feel?  Find a 
quotation.   

 
4. How are readers left feeling at the end of this chapter?   
 
5. Make a list of what we find out about The Palace Hotel in Chapters 1 and 2 (aim for at 

least 10 points): 
 

 over sixty bedrooms 
 sits on its lawns like a giant wedding cake set out on a perfect green tablecloth. 

 
6. Use the information you’ve collected above to help you to write a brochure entry for 

The Palace Hotel.  You’re trying to persuade people to stay in the hotel so you should 
make it sound as appealing as possible (think about what you will leave out of your 
brochure entry as well as what you will put in!).  
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Chapter 3 

Complete the spider diagram below with your first impressions of Tulip:  

 

 Looks like a 
 scarecrow 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 4 

1. What two things do we find out about Tulip in the first paragraph and what does this tell 
us about what kind of character she might be?  

 
2. Natalie is telling the story retrospectively (looking back).  Find two quotations from this 

chapter that tell us that her relationship with Tulip is going to be troubled. 
 

Chapter 5 

1. In this chapter we find out about the games played by Natalie and Tulip.  
 

a) Write down the names of two of them.   
b) What sort of games are they?  
c) What’s significant about the fact that it’s Tulip who invents them? 

 
2. On p.19 Mr Barnes recalls accidentally dropping his grandfather’s tortoise when he was 

a child.  What is disturbing about Tulip’s response to this? 
 
3. What do you think the last page of this chapter tells us about Tulip?  
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Chapter 6 

1. How does the author prepare us for how unpleasant Tulip’s house will be in the first 
paragraph of p.21?  Find some evidence to support your answer. 

 
2. Inference or deduction is the process by which you make logical conclusions from 

things you know to be true.  You might deduce that a woman is married because she 
has a wedding ring on her finger or infer a teacher is angry because she is shouting.  
Like Natalie, we are often left to draw our own conclusions about Tulip’s life from what 
we see of her.  Complete the chart below to show what we can infer/deduce about 
Tulip’s life. 

Description What we can infer/deduce 
‘The glimpse of a stained sheet spread 
over a chair to dry as she kicked closed 
the door …’  

Tulip wets the bed.  She doesn’t want 
Natalie to know. 

‘Tulip’s mother was giving me the creeps 
with her beg-pardon smile and her tireless, 
tuneless humming …’ 

 

‘… there were far too many smashed 
bottles lying around for us to play most of 
our creeping games.’  

 

 

3. What is the worst thing about Tulip’s house in Natalie’s opinion?   
 
4. How does Tulip reply when Natalie asks her about the kitten she was carrying when 

she first met her?  What does Natalie infer has happened to it?  Find a quotation to 
support your answer.   

 

Chapter 7 

1. Give two examples of Tulip’s lies.  Why do you think she lies?   
 
2. How do the other characters at school respond to these lies and how does Natalie 

respond?  
 

3. Explain what Mr Barnes means by ‘the Tulip touch’. 
 

4. Re-read pp.27-31 and use details from these pages to help you to write a school report 
for Tulip. 

 
5. On p.24 Natalie says, ‘Even back then I had to ask myself why I stayed around’.  Why 

do you think Natalie remains friends with Tulip?  
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Chapters 8 and 9 

1. How does Natalie describe the way Tulip looks in the photograph her Dad took of her 
by accident?  What does this tell us about Tulip as a person?  

 
2.  What can we infer about Tulip’s home life from her love of the hotel food?  
 
3. What sort of influence is Tulip having on Natalie?  To help you answer this question re-

read p.37. 

 

Chapter 10 

1. Write out instructions for how to play either ‘Stinking Mackerel’ or ‘Babe in the Wood’.   
 

2. On p.42 Natalie recognises that, ‘games with Tulip had a habit of starting well for two, 
and ending badly for one’.  What does this mean and why do you think it’s the case? 

 
3. On p.44 there are some sinister hints about Tulip’s home life.  What do they suggest? 

 
4. Why do you think Tulip loves Christmas at the Palace so much?  Write down two things 

she does that show her enthusiasm. 
 

5. On p.46 what are the signs that Tulip is being neglected at home?  Look carefully at 
Anne Fine’s choice of adjectives to describe her appearance. 

 

6. How do you feel about Tulip at this stage in the novel?   
 

Chapter 11 

1. Remember how you felt about Tulip at the end of Chapter 10.  Do you feel differently 
after chapter 11?  Why / why not? 

 

Chapter 12 

1. On p.53 we find out that Natalie’s Dad has been into school and the next morning 
Natalie and Tulip are separated.  How does Tulip react to being separated from Natalie 
at school?  

 
2. What is Natalie and Tulip’s relationship like at this point in the book?  Find some 

quotations to support your points (pp.54-5). 
 
3. There are signs in this chapter that Tulip’s behaviour is worsening.  Find three 

examples of this. 
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Part two  

Chapter 1 
 

1. In this chapter we come across the phrase ‘the Tulip touch’ once again but this time it 
means something different to Natalie.  Can you explain it?  

Chapters 2 – 5  

1. On p.72 Natalie says, ‘Suddenly, like someone drowning I wanted so much to lift an 
arm to try and save myself’.  What do you think she means by this? 
 

2. Natalie is struggling to cope with life both at home and at school.  What, specifically, 
makes her continue to be vulnerable to Tulip’s influence? 
 

3. Tulip’s ‘games’ become more sinister during these chapters.  Give some examples of 
what she does.  

Chapter 6 

1. Natalie tells us that ‘Tulip had always had a passion for fire’.  What examples does she 
give?  What is the effect of this revelation on readers? 

 
2. What are Tulip and Natalie’s very different attitudes towards getting into trouble?  What 

does Natalie tell us that might explain Tulip’s attitude (p.92)?  
 

3. How does Tulip manipulate Natalie into getting involved in her ‘games’? Why does 
Natalie continue to stay with Tulip even though she doesn’t like them (p.92-94)? 

Chapter 7 

1. At the end of this chapter, Natalie says about Tulip, ‘I’m just so glad that I’m not her.’  
Explain what makes her say this. 
 

2. Imagine that you are Mrs Minnever, Tulip and Natalie’s art teacher.  In pairs, role play 
the conversation that you might have with Tulip’s head of year after seeing Tulip’s self-
portrait. 

 
 

Chapter 8 
 

1. Write a letter to an agony aunt after Tulip has told her the truth about what happened to 
the kittens.  Make sure that you write about what you have now learned about Tulip’s 
home life and why she behaves as she does. 
 
You should also talk about your own feelings (as Natalie) at this point.   
When you have finished, swap your letter with a partner and write a reply as if you 
were the agony aunt offering advice to Natalie.   
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Chapter 9 

1. This chapter acts as a turning point for Natalie.  Choose two or three quotations to 
show this and explain why the events of this chapter have such a powerful effect on 
Natalie. 

 

Part three 

Chapter 1  

1. Natalie uses a simile (where one thing is described as being ‘like’ or ‘as’ another) to 
describe the experience of ending her friendship with Tulip.  Why is this choice of simile 
significant? 

 
2. How does Natalie feel now that she has ended the friendship with Tulip?  Choose one 

or two quotations from pp.122-124 to support your answer. 
 

Chapter 2 

1. Natalie’s parents suggest that she invite Tulip to The Palace for Christmas as usual.  
What does Natalie think about this? What do you think about this? 

 
2. What is Natalie’s ‘mean little plan’ to ensure her parents drop this suggestion and why 

do you think this plan works (p.129-30)? 
 

Chapter 3 

1. In Natalie’s absence, Tulip’s behaviour becomes ever more disturbing.  Give an 
example (p.135).  How does Natalie explain Tulip’s actions (p.137)? 

 
2. Natalie remembers the excitement of being with Tulip.  Find a quotation to show this 

from p.137.  Imagine that Natalie had been there when Tulip had played the game. 
Write a diary entry for Natalie, detailing how she felt.  
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Chapters 4 and 5 

1. At the beginning of these chapters the hotel guests are discussing Tulip’s recent 
actions. 

Mrs Pettifer thinks they are signs that Tulip is ‘deeply disturbed’, Miss Ferguson 
judges Tulip to be ‘malevolent by nature’, while Mr Enderby wonders if Tulip’s actions 
have been ‘a misunderstanding’.  Mr and Mrs Barnes are also divided about whether 
Tulip is ‘downright evil’.  Look carefully at their arguments in Chapter 5. 

Complete the chart adding as many arguments as you can think of on both sides of the 
debate.  Use quotations from the book where possible. 

Examples to show Tulip is ‘downright 
evil’ 

Examples to show Tulip is 
‘misunderstood’ 

 
‘Tulip knows perfectly well how much other 
people’s feelings matter.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘No one is born evil’ 

 

2. Now make up your own mind.  Do you think it is possible to be ‘born evil’?  Discuss 
your ideas in groups and be prepared to share your ideas with the whole class. 

 
3. What is Natalie trying to make ‘absolutely sure’ of at the end of p.148? 
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Chapter 6 

1. The phrase ‘Tulip’s touch’ is used once again on p.151.  What does it mean to Natalie 
this time? 

 
2. How has Natalie heard Tulip’s home being described (p.152)?  Do you think this is an 

appropriate description? 
 
3. Finally Natalie and her Dad talk openly about Tulip’s situation.  Try to explain what is 

upsetting Natalie and her Dad’s response.  What is your own view about the help Tulip 
has or has not been given? 

 

Chapter 7 

1. Following the confrontation between Natalie and Tulip, Natalie thinks, ‘… not only did I 
know that she’d not rest till she’d won the very last game of all.  I also knew exactly 
which of them she’d choose.’  How effective is this as an ending to the chapter?  What 
do you think will happen next?   

 

Chapter 8 

1. What simile does Natalie choose to describe how she feels?  Who has the control in 
this relationship once again?  

 
2. How does Anne Fine build tension during this chapter (pp.159-162)?  Use quotations to 

support your answer. 
 

Chapter 9 

1. Read the last few pages of the novel carefully and try to understand how Natalie feels 
about her friendship with Tulip now she is leaving The Palace behind. 

 
Imagine that about a year after Natalie and her family have moved to The Starbuck 
Arms, she writes a letter to Tulip.  Before you start writing, talk in pairs or small groups, 
about what both Natalie and Tulip will be doing in another year and what Natalie might 
like to tell Tulip about the impact she had on her life (both positive and negative) and 
how she feels about their friendship now.   


