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General Report for English Literature 2014 
Introduction: 
We would like to clearly state that, as Heads of Department, we support the idea 
that both English Literature and English Language are to be given their due 
importance. Students should be exposed to various English literary texts, which 
incorporate Prose, Drama and Poetry, as this enriches their cultural capital and 
will, undoubtedly help in their overall holistic education in more ways than one. 
Moreover, when schools are offering English Literature, we believe that it should be 
assessed separately from its counterpart, English Language.  

As stated in the 2014 General Report for Language, the assessment of Language 
and Literature is ultimately fairer when it is tackled separately. This consolidates 
the reliability and validity of the exams. Students can focus on each subject 
separately and teachers can assess each one better, as they can set two separate 
papers, each with its own allocation of time and marks. We understand that this 
means more work and preparation, not only on the part of the teacher, but also 
from an administrative point of view. Some schools have long argued that there are 
not enough slots in their examination time-tables to accommodate this 
recommendation. We ask them to reconsider this and try to find a solution. 

Length and Content of Literature exam papers: 
The exam papers need not be very long especially at Form 1 level. Around a 
maximum of one hour thirty minutes for literature should be enough. The exam 
papers should contain a variety of test items, ranging from easier questions such as 
fill in the blanks or multiple choice, to more challenging ones such as open-ended 
questions or writing of paragraphs.  

When marking items set for Literature, the focus should be placed on the students’ 
knowledge of the book, poem or play and not on language accuracy. The students 
would already have been assessed on this in the Language examination and thus is 
not the main objective of the Literature assessment. However, a small portion of 
the marks should be given to expression and ability to write a proper literary 
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appreciation which is concise but properly constructed. This could be applied to 
both single sentence answers as well as for longer ones, such as paragraphs. 

Allocation of Marks: 
The paper should contain all four sections of Poetry, Prose, Drama and Unseen Text 
and the allocation of marks should be as follows: 

Poetry 25% 
Prose 25% 
Drama 25% 

Unseen 25% 
 

In situations where setting is provided for students, teachers can opt to distribute 
the marks differently, allocating not less than 10% for the Unseen text.  Including 
the Unseen Text in the paper is crucial, since it prepares students for this most 
important component. It should be noted that students who opt to sit for the 
Literature SEC examination, will be expected to answer two Unseen texts which are 
currently allocated 50% of the global mark.  

Choice of Unseen Text: 
It is recommended that teachers diversify in the use of literary genres for Unseen 
texts in the Half-Yearly and Annual Literature exam papers. This will ensure that 
students are exposed to examples of Prose, Drama and Poetry. The following should 
be considered in the selection of Unseen texts: 
1. The theme should be age appropriate and free from cultural or political bias; 
2. The length should not exceed one printed page; 
3. Texts should be adapted when necessary; 
4. Meanings of difficult words should be included alongside or at the bottom of the 

text. 
 

Questions for Unseen Text: 
The questions should be graded from easy to more demanding. They should focus on 
the literary aspect of the text and test literary devices which students would have 
covered in class during the scholastic year. Questions which test the higher-order 
skills for example, Analysis and Evaluation, should be included e.g. examination 
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items which ask students to analyse the effectiveness of figures of speech or 
evaluation of a character or situation stemming from the text. 

At least one question should elicit a critical analysis about an aspect from the text. 
E.g.:            Compare and contrast how the different characters reacted.  

How would you react if you were in the same situation? 
Who do you suppose this poem was written for? Why? 
Why do you think the poet wrote this poem?  

The rubric for such questions should indicate how long the students’ response is 
expected to be e.g. In a paragraph of between 80 - 100 words… The weighting 
should also mirror this. Please consult the attached document for more examples 
using Bloom’s taxonomy. 
 
 

Questions for set texts: 
When assessing set texts, it is important to use graded questions, as this will 
encourage students with learning difficulties to attempt at least part of the paper. 
However, allocation of marks should, once again, mirror the difficulty of the 
questions. An array of question types should be set, to stimulate both lower-order 
and higher-order thinking. Clear and concise instructions should be used to indicate 
how long an answer is expected to be (see example above). 
 

Conclusion: 
While a number of teachers have set excellent Literature papers, others need to re-
examine the criteria they used. Students are entitled to a fair assessment which not 
only tests knowledge but also higher-order thinking. 
 

We hope that our first attempt at evaluating the Literature exam papers will help to 
standardise and encourage good practice throughout Church schools. 
 
 
 
Mary Rose Chircop       Janice De Giovanni  Louise Sciortino 
 

Heads of Department for English 
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Literary Question Types for Prose or Drama based on Bloom's Taxonomy 
Adapted from http://theliterarylink.com/bloom_questions.html 

KNOWLEDGE: 1 mark each 
1. Make a list of facts you learned from the story. 

2. List the characters and describe them. 

3. If your book is a mystery, describe what the mystery is and how it is solved. 

4. Write about one of the problems a characters has, and how he or she solves it. 

5. Where is the story set? 

6. When is the story set? 

7. List the places mentioned in the story. 

8. What other books/plays has this author written? 
 

COMPREHENSION: 2 marks each 
1. Who was the villain/hero in the story? Why do you think so? 

2. Did anyone in the book/play do something you did not like? Why? 

3. What kind of book/play is this? List two reasons to prove this. 

4. What was the author's purpose in writing this book/play? 

5. List the six major events in the story in the correct order. 

6. Using your own words, recount how the book/play begins. 

7. Describe what is happening in the first illustration in the book. 

8. How did the main character feel during the book/play? Give evidence of this. 

9. Is the title suitable for the book? Why? 

10. In your own words explain how the setting of the story made it more interesting. 
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APPLICATION: 3 marks each 
1. Did this story remind you of anything that has happened to you? Why/ Why not? 

2. What did you learn about yourself from this book/play?  

3. What would the main character do if s/he visited your classroom? 

4. If you were in a problem situation like the one in the book/play, how would you 
have acted? Be sure to explain what the situation is. 

5. What lesson did you learn from the story? 

6. Write a letter to a friend recommending this book/play. 

7. Pretend you are one of the characters in the book/play. Write the diary entries 
about the happenings in your life for two consecutive days. 

8. List the places in the book/play that are important. Then make up a map 
including these places as you imagine they may look. It may be a city map or a 
country map or any other kind of map. 

 

ANALYSIS: 4 marks each  
1. If your story happened in a foreign land, compare that land to your country. 

2.  If your story occurred long ago, compare that time with today. If it is a modern 
story, compare it with a long time ago and write about what is different. 

3.  Pick one of the main characters. Think of an animal that fits that person's       
character traits. Write a description of the character, explaining why you chose 
that animal. 

4. Imagine you are a journalist and you have witnessed a particular episode in the 
story. Write a newspaper article including the facts. 

5. Write a different ending to the book/play. Give a reason why you changed it. 

6. Choose a character you like. Choose four characteristics which remind you of 
yourself and explain why. 
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7. Identify a single word that describes the main character in the book/play. Give 
four reasons for your choice. 

8. In a paragraph of about 80 to 100 words, state the main idea of the book/play. 

9.  Compare this book with another book you have recently read. 

10. In a paragraph of about 80 to 100 words, compare and contrast two of the 
characters in this book/play.  

 

SYNTHESIS: 5 marks each 
1. What part would you change in the story, and why? 

2. Using information from the story about one of the main characters, rewrite the 
ending of the book/play. 

3. Write another short story using the same characters. 

4. Name one character. Rewrite the story from this character's point of view. 

5. Write a poem about this book/play. 

6. Organise this book into three or more sections and give your own subtitle for 
each section. 

7. Design a poster for this book/play. 

8. Pretend you are a librarian recommending this book to someone. Write a 
paragraph of between 80 to 100 words about what you would say. 

9. Make an eight section comic strip with captions showing the main events of the 
story. 

10. Produce a radio announcement to advertise the book/play. Write it out. 

11. Prepare a book jacket that illustrates the kind of book as well as the story. 

12. Design costumes for the characters. 

13. The climax of any story is the exciting or interesting part. Explain what you 
think is the climax of the book/play and why. 
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14. Choose an interesting character from your book/play. Identify what his/her 
dislikes are; then think of a gift you would like to give him/her. Design a 
greeting card to go along with the gift in which you explain why you chose that 
gift. 

15. Identify one problem in the book/play and give an alternate solution, one which 
was not given by the author. 

 

EVALUATION: 6 marks each 
1. Which audience do you think the author targeted and why? 

2. If you could only save one character from the book/play in the event of a 
disaster, which one would it be and why? 

3. Do you like the way the story ends? Why /Why not? 

4. Which character in the book/play would you choose as a friend? Why? 

5. What do you think was the most interesting part of the book/play? Why? 

6. Write about the most exciting part of the book/play, giving three reasons why 
you think this is so.i 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
i
 Please note that the classification of these questions may overlap from one skill to the other. 


