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General Report for English  

During the last three years we have drawn up a report on the Form 3, Form 4 

mid-yearly exams and Form 5  school leaving end of year exam. This year the 

Form 2 Annual exams have been reviewed. 

First and  foremost one must comment on the positive aspects of the papers set. 

Many papers offer a student friendly layout, are adequately challenging and it is 

obvious that teachers are doing a very good job of the task undertaken. 

As can be expected the biggest discrepancies between the papers reviewed 

lie within the comprehension passages and composition length. Some papers 

are not quite up to standard, while others are quite challenging and rightly so. 

We would like to tackle these issues and make some suggestions to try to 

standardize the parameters with regards to length and difficulty of 

comprehension texts and composition length (word count) for all Form 2/Grade 

8 Church schools. 

As a guideline we are going to take the National End of Primary Exam and the 

SEC exams as reference points. The comprehension in the NEPE is around 500 

words long and SEC Paper A sets a number of passages  with up to 1,400 words 

(see relevant syllabii) in total. Logically, a Form 2 paper should be somewhere 

around the middle of the two in length. Therefore 600 to 800 words should be 

the target so as to adequately and gradually lead the students to SEC 

standards. 

In last year’s report we suggested the use of the following website to gauge the 

difficulty of the passages set: 

 http://www.standards-schmandards.com/exhibits/rix/index.php 

 

We are recommending this site again. The NEPE sets a passage around the 

grade 9 to 10 level, whereas the SEC passages are normally around the 10 to 14 

grade level. Again, logically a Form 2 paper should be at least a grade 10  or 

higher than a grade 10 level. Of course this does not detract from the 

importance that one must adapt to the cohort being tested. However, it is felt  

http://www.standards-schmandards.com/exhibits/rix/index.php
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that a good paper needs to be challenging to the students, rather than plain 

sailing. 

Another suggestion we would like to make is with regards to the questions set. It 

is good to set true/false questions but it is even better if a reason is asked for as 

well. This will ensure that the marks allocated to this task will not carry a fifty–fifty 

margin of success. It is also advisable to set questions which require students to 

answer in their own words, as far as possible. We feel that at least one question 

at Form II level should specifically ask students to explain something in the 

passage in their own words. It is also advisable for teachers to include in their 

scheme of work  some examples of visual texts , for example, a graph, whereby 

students are asked to deduct information and fill in a table form question.  

Another point to tackle is the issue of copyright. One cannot copy whole 

passages and sets of questions from published textbooks. Ideally questions 

should be set by the teacher after the selection of an appropriate passage. 

Resources that can be tapped include appropriate, newspaper or magazine 

articles and other non-fiction texts. One obviously needs to acknowledge the 

source.  

It has been noticed that the length of the composition varies from school to 

school. Some ask for; ‘200 to 250 words’, others ‘about 200 words’, or ’should not 

exceed 250 words’ or, ‘150 to 250 words’ or simply, ‘200 words’. As one can see 

there needs to be some sort of standard word limit. Since the End of 

Benchmarking Exam in Grade 6 sets the composition at 150 to 200 words we are 

recommending 220 to 250 words in Form 2, which will ensure another parameter 

set in Form I 180 t0 220 words.  

Most schools offer the students a choice of three to four essay titles which we 

feel is appropriate, as long as they are different genres. More titles will lead to 

less validity and poor standardization.  

A minor point for observation is with regards to the instruction of skipping a line 

when writing a composition. It may be convenient for the teachers, as it 

facilitates correction but one needs to ask whether this is good preparation for 

actual writing and for national exams. It hardly seems so. 

We would also like to recommend that  Comic Sans or Century Gothic font is 

used to write exams, as this facilitates reading for students with dyslexia. Also, the 
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comprehension text should never be ‘justified’ as this impedes reading for 

students with dyslexia. 

 

It has to be observed that most Church schools are testing English Language 

and English Literature separately. This is to be commended. Unfortunately, some 

schools have dropped Literature altogether which deprives students the 

opportunity of being exposed to the best examples of writing, as well as leading 

them to acquiring a cultural deficit. In other cases a literary task is implemented 

into the language paper, which ultimately affects the validity of the language 

exam. One ought to, perhaps, review this decision. It is not correct for our 

students to leave school lacking some sort of artistic appreciation. After all, not 

all families have the same cultural capital and can give this kind of education, 

so the onus falls on the schools. 

 We would like to remind you to kindly send the exam papers for the aural and 

oral components, as this will able us to evaluate this crucial part of the exam. A 

marking scheme will also aid us in the preparation of our exam report. 

We hope that this report is read by all stakeholders and that suggestions are t 

implemented or at least discussed and challenged. To keep the status quo may 

not be the best solution, especially where there is obvious room for 

improvement. However, glaringly unacceptable practices will be tackled 

individually, as this is not the appropriate medium. 

 

Mrs. Mary Rose Chircop       Mrs. Louise Sciortino 

Heads of Department for English 

October 2013 

 


