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General Report for English 

The Mock Exam set at the end of Secondary Schooling is given a great 

deal of importance by all stakeholders, especially students. It serves as a 

testing ground for students to sound their skills, not only to see how 

much of the syllabus they have grasped, but it also serves to check their 

skills at time management and pacing. Therefore we feel it is vital for the 

students to be given the opportunity to be tested under the same 

conditions as they will have when they sit for the SEC exams. This ensures 

that students get a clear picture about the areas they need to strengthen 

before the actual exam. Fortunately the majority of Church Schools see 

the relevance and importance of this exercise. 

Nearly all schools that sent their papers to be reviewed follow the SEC 

model for both English Language and English Literature. Those schools 

which are not providing this experience to their students are encouraged 

to start doing so. As our schools become more inclusive it makes sense to 

set an exam paper which is similar to the one they will be sitting for in 

their SEC exams. This gives students more skills to cope and more 

knowledge about the areas they need to revise. With greater effort we 

should have a better pass rate. This comment does not apply to all 

schools. On the contrary it needs to be stressed that the majority are 

providing an excellent service but we feel it is our duty to encourage 

those that are not. All children deserve the best. In order to keep up our 

good reputation we need to provide the best. 
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 In English Language all components of the SEC model are set. In general 

all papers are of a very good standard with some being more challenging 

than others. We feel that the Writing Tasks in Paper 2 and the Language 

exercises set in Paper 1 are suitable for the target group. However we 

found great variations in the texts set for Reading Comprehension. Some 

texts were checked using the Flesch-Kincaid readability test and we got a 

rather wide spectrum of results. The Reading Comprehension texts of the 

SEC exam for 2012 had the following results when tested using this site: 

http://www.standards-schmandards.com/exhibits/rix/index.php 

Paper 2A: Text 1:  Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level 10  

                            Flesch-Kincaid Reading Ease Score 51 

                Text 2: Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level 14  

                            Flesch-Kincaid Reading Ease Score 40 

 

Paper 2B: Text 1:  Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level 13  

                            Flesch-Kincaid Reading Ease Score 43 

                  Text 2: Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level 12  

                              Flesch-Kincaid Reading Ease Score 43 

 

In comparison some Mock Exam texts ranged from a grade level 10 in 

some schools to grade level 16 in other schools. Perhaps in future one can 

check readability so that texts are more balanced. The SEC syllabus (see 

p.5) also specifies what the length of the comprehension texts should be, 

in both paper A and B. This should be noted as some of the 

comprehension texts were either too long or too short. 

http://www.standards-schmandards.com/exhibits/rix/index.php
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While most schools are distributing their marks according to the SEC 

model in English Language, some schools still need to revise this 

important factor. 

With regards to English Literature some schools are not allocating enough 

time for Paper 1 (the unseen texts) and are only giving students one and a 

half hours to complete this paper instead of two hours. We would like to 

stress that pacing is an important factor in exam setting and recommend 

that this is implemented. 

We would like to remind Heads of schools to include the Oral and Aural 

components of English exams for review, as many failed to send them in. 

This will ensure that our report is as extensive as possible. A marking 

scheme should also be made available, as this will enable us to determine 

any shortcomings in a more constructive manner. 

 

These comments are made with the sole intention to always better our 

product. Most papers submitted are of a high standard and our teachers 

are to be highly commended for their achievements. This is especially so, 

when considering that very often these papers are produced by teachers 

working on their own and not as part of a panel of experienced paper-

setters. 
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