
 

 

 

General  Report For English 

 

Please keep in mind that the following points are meant to help and encourage 

teachers to better their performance in the best interest of our students. 

As you are already aware as from June 2011 all state schools will be assessing 

Grade 6 students in Maths, Maltese and English.  The aural and oral aspects of the 

two languages will also be assessed. Therefore it is advisable that oral and aural 

skills are also assessed in Church schools. This calls for some administrative work 

in schools where the set-up is not yet in place. These schools are encouraged to 

make the necessary arrangements so that these skills can be adequately assessed 

in the primary and secondary sectors. A percentage of the marks need to be 

allotted to the aural and oral components. It needs to be emphasized that if in a 

language the aural/oral component is not included the exam is not 100% valid. 

The English examination should aim to test the following: Writing, understanding, 

Language Use, Listening and Speaking. A look through the English Language 

examination papers reveals that a few schools do not test some of these areas at 

all.  

The following marking scheme (based on the SEC marking scheme) or a similar 

one as deemed appropriate can be adopted: Writing 20%, Comprehension 

(including summary and writing task in the upper forms) 30%, Language Use 25%, 

Listening 15% and Oral 10%.  If possible Language and Literature should be 

assessed separately. There is no need for very long examinations: as a guideline 

1hour 30minutes in the lower forms and up to 2 hours in the upper forms is 

adequate.  After all SEC written examinations are not longer than 2 hours. It 

defeats the purpose if students are too tired to remain focused throughout the 

examination. 



As a general rule students should be set a number of composition titles requiring 

different writing skills to choose from e.g. one narrative, one report and one 

letter.  Three or four titles should be enough. Careful choice of essay titles 

ensures that the different preferences of individuals are met. One should avoid 

having a number of titles that concentrate on a particular theme as this would 

benefit a number of learners and place others at a disadvantage. 

It is advisable to place the comprehension text and questions on the same page or 

on adjacent pages or better still to have the text on a loose sheet for easy 

reference. 

In general the exam papers presented reflect the high standard of teaching in our 

schools. All teachers are to be commended for their efforts. 
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